








Most manufacturers use chemicals and preparations. 

Manufacturers should audit their own business and production 

processes to answer the following questions:

Do you manufacture or import any substances from 1	
outside the EU in quantities of 1 tonne or more per year?

Do you import articles from outside the EU that contain  2	
1 tonne or more of an intentionally released substance?

If you answered yes to either of these questions then you will 

need to pre-register the chemicals between 1st June and 1st 

December 2008 and register according to the REACH timetable 

(see registration). ECHA recommends that downstream users 

of chemicals should provide details of how they use chemicals 

to their suppliers in order to ensure that these are included in 

Exposure Scenarios.

Some more questions:

Do any of your products contain SVHCs? If the answer is 3	
yes, you will need to provide information to your customers.

Do any of the chemicals, preparations or materials 4	
you use contain a substance likely to be classified as a 

SVHC? If the answer is yes, then there is a risk that this 

may be withdrawn from the market without warning. 

It is best to avoid the use of materials containing SVHCs 

in new products unless there is no alternative. 

SVHCs may not be allowed in products or used to make 5	
products, even in small quantities, after dates that will be 

specified by ECHA unless they have been authorised. 

Users as well as manufacturers and importers can request 

authorisation but should seek professional advice first.

The next step is to contact your materials suppliers to ask them 

the following questions:

Can your suppliers confirm that REACH will not affect the 1	
supply of materials that you currently use? It is likely that 

they will not be able to confirm this but your question will 

encourage them to find out what plans their suppliers 

have and warn you of withdrawals as soon as possible.

Do your suppliers require information on how you use 2	
their products? If you use chemicals in an unusual way, 

you should provide details. Remember that if your use 

is not included in the exposure scenario that is written 

by the registrant, you cannot continue to use it in this 

way unless you submit your own chemical safety report 

to the ECHA or cahnge your production process.

Have they provided an uptodate copy of the 3	
MSDS data sheet and do they have processes to 

automatically update you if the content changes?

Be prepared to answer questions from your customers who may 

want information on your plans or about chemicals present in 

your products.

Pre-Registration and registration:

From 1/6/08 pre-registration of substances that are 

manufactured or imported in quantities of 1 tonne or more per 

year, and already on the market in the EU (so called “phase in” 

substances) will be possible for a limited period of just 6 months. 

This ensures that the chemical will be considered as part of a 

staggered assessment and registration programme starting with 

the highest volume and most hazardous substances:

More than 1000 tonnes per year must ••

be registered by 30/11/10

100 to 1000 tonnes must be registered by 31/5/13••

1 to 100 tonnes must be registered by 31/5/18••

Please note:

The information contained in this guide is of a general nature and 

is not intended to address the circumstances of any particular 

individual or entity. Although we endeavour to provide accurate 

and timely information, there can be no guarantee that such 

information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it will 

continue to be accurate in the future. No one should act on 

such information without appropriate professional advice after 

a thorough examination of the particular situation.
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